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Cover: Baldy Lake 


Introducing a park 

Riding Mountain National Park is situated 60'miles north 
of Brandon, Manitoba, on a rolling plateau that forms part 
of the Manitoba Escarpment. It preserves 1,150 square miles 
of a diverse landscape which includes both evergreen and 
hardwood forests, prairies, rolling hills, valleys, lakes and 
streams. Named for its principal feature, Riding Mountain 
is the third highest elevation in Manitoba, rising to 2,480 
feet above sea level. 

As with all National Parks, Riding Mountain is 
protected as part of our national heritage. It was declared 
a National Park in 1930. Here we attempt to provide the 
basic facilities to meet the needs of the camper or trailer 
enthusiast, the vacationing family escaping from urban 
environs, or the backpacking individual looking for a 
wilderness experience. 


Role of the park 

Each national park has its own character; its unique story 
asa living nature sanctuary. Riding Mountain National 
Park is the story of a highland plateau in the centre of North 
America. The park is a crossroads where habitats 
characteristic of eastern, western and northern Canada meet 
and mingle in a diverse pattern of forest and grasslands, 
hills and valleys. The varied landscape is sanctuary for 

a remarkable variety of plant and animal life. 


Flora and fauna 
High areas of the park are covered with evergreen forest, 
white and black spruce, jack pine, balsam fir and tamarack, 
as well as trembling aspen and white birch, 

Along the base of the escarpment, the park’s lowest 
and warmest region, the soil supports a deciduous forest 
of hardwoods, shrubs, vines and ferns. Due to lighter 
rainfall, sandy soil and results of fire, extensive western 
sections of the park are covered with meadows and 
grasslands. In this windswept environment, grasses mix with 
a pageant of wildflowers at the height of their beauty in 
July and August. 
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The park's varied elevations and plant-life support a 
diverse animal population 

Among the larger mammals are black bear, wapiti, 
moose and white-tailed deer. 

Skeletal remains have established that bison once 
roamed the Riding Mountain Park area. When the park 
Was established, four adult bulls and 16 young cows were 
shipped here. The bison range, an area of approximately 
1,600 acres, is one of the most popular interpretive 
features. A herd of 30 bison roam a semi-forested 
grassland plain. The bison enclosure also houses an exhibit 
which tells the story of the bison, its history and ecology 

The beaver can be observed in almost every pond, lake 
or stream, and the changing landscape that results from 
their habitation is visible. Ponds formed by beaver dams 
may eventually become marshes and meadows, providing 
foods and habitats for other forms of wildlife. Riding 
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Mountain National Park is well-known for the size and 
number of its fish. Northern pike is the main game fish, 

and specimens 28 pounds in weight have been taken from 
Clear Lake. Walleye and whitefish also flourish in the deep 
cold waters. Lake trout ranging from 5 to 20 pounds may 

be caught in Clear Lake. Rainbow and brook trout populate 
Lake Katherine and Deep Lake 


How to get there 

The park is easily accessible by car and bus from centres 
to the north and south. Highway #10 connects Brandon, 
60 miles to the south, with Wasagaming, the park's visitor 
service centre, and continues to Dauphin, eight miles 
beyond the northern border of Riding Mountain National 
Park. From the east, Highway 19 enters the park through 
the scenic escarpment region. The nearest commercial 
airport is at Dauphin. An airport for smaller planes has 
been built at Erickson. A motor vehicle permit is required 
and can be purchased at the park gateways. 


Camping and accommodation 

Camping brings you into close contact with the natural 
beauty of the park. Campgrounds are located in various 
areas and range from fully serviced sites to primitive sites 
Wasagaming campground, adjacent to the service centre has 
86 fully serviced sites for trailers, 72 trailer sites with 
electricity and 395 unserviced sites. It is equipped with 
kitchen shelters and modern toilet buildings complete with 
showers, 

Lake Katherine campground is three miles from the 
service centre. It has 118 camping sites without individual 
services; modern toilet buildings and kitchen shelters are 
located throughout the campground. Situated in attractive 
settings near the park’s larger lakes are several unserviced 
camping sites, equipped with kitchen shelters, wood burning 
stoves and dry pit privies. These are easily accessible by 
car along park roads and highways. 
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Tenting in the Park ts quiet and peaceful 
Le camping dans une forét calme et paisible 


There are two group camping areas, Camp Manito and 
Camp Kippechewin. Camp Manito will accommodate 165 
people, and is approached on the Riding Mountain Parkway. 
Facilities include dormitories, a dining hall and a fully 
equipped kitchen. Mattresses are supplied, but campers 
must bring their own bed linen. Four miles west of 
Wasagaming Visitor Service Centre, on the shore of Clear 
Lake, is Camp Kippechewin, an unserviced tenting camp 
area, with a kitchen and picnic shelter. Winter camping is 
available at Moon Lake and Whirlpool Lake. Kitchen and 
picnic shelters and privies are located at both sites. 

The Wasagaming Visitor Service Centre provides a 
range of hotel, motel and cottage accommodation of more 
than 300 units. Modern businesses cater to the needs of 
Visitors. 


Hiking 
A network of hiking and riding trails provide for the 
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recreation of outdoor enthusiasts. A park trail brochure 
outlines each of them, from a one-hour walk to an overnight 
backcountry trail. Pick up a copy at the Information Centre. 

Winter recreation includes ice fishing in Clear Lake, 
for which a park fishing licence is necessary, cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing and downhill skiing at Agassiz Ski Hill. 
Park visitors will find good swimming, canoeing and 
boating at Riding Mountain. Picnic areas are located 
throughout the park, with well water, fireplaces and privies. 
Bring your own boat or canoe, or rent one at the main pier 
on Clear Lake. 


Recreational activities 

Riding Mountain National Park provides a variety of 
recreational activities including a fine 18-hole golf course, 
asphalt surfaced tennis courts, lawn bowling. Horses and 
bicycles are available for hire. 


Getting to know your park 

We're anxious to share with you the story of how climate, 
landforms, plants and animals, are inter-related and how 
they have evolved in Riding Mountain National Park 
We've arranged a variety of programs which we call the 
Interpretive Program. The Interpretive and the Junior 
Interpretive Centres are located in the visitor services 
centre. An information staff is on hand seven days a week 
from May to September. Exhibits in the Interpretative 
Centre will introduce you to the geology, biology and 
ecology of the park. 

The park naturalist and his staff conduct guided hikes, 
car caravans, and illustrated programs each day. Films and 
slide programs are held at several locations during the 
evenings. Self-guiding tours, on-site exhibits, lookouts, 
planned Interpretive Programs and children’s programs all 
explain the park to its visitors. Ask for a program brochure 
at the Interpretive or at the Information Centres 
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Riding Mountain National Park is a year-round 
facility, though the visitor services centre facilities are 
mostly seasonal. Consider a winter visit, when a quiet 
beauty provides another view of this park 


A quiet reminder 

Please help us to preserve this natural heritage by following 
a few basic rules. Take special care not to harm the 
environment, do not pick wild flowers nor feed the wild 
animals. Left alone, their beauty and the natural balance 
can be enjoyed by future generations in an undisturbed 
State, 

Campfires are only to be lit in fireplaces which are 
provided, or in outdoor portable stoves. Our final request 
is that you leave your camping or picnic site clean and tdy 
for the next visitor. Receptacles are provided and pack out 
plastic bags are free to backpackers. 

Consult the park wardens or naturalists about any 
phase of the park, or its regulations. Enjoy your visit! 
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